Ames Quilt Guild Newsletter
May 2025

MEETING DATE: Thursday - MAY 22, 2025

AGENDA
6:00 pm  Social/snack time
6:30 pm  Program: Smalls” Trunk Show, Quilts come in all shapes and
sizes
Presented by Colleen Tauke, Blue Jay Quilt Co.

Welcome Colleen!

Join Colleen Tauke for a trunk show of “smalls”. Bed quilts are beautiful but what
about those other projects - things that won’t take months to create. Quilted items
you can create for gifts without breaking the bank!

Come and see Colleen’s original designs including pillows, table toppers, baby
quilts, placemats, mug rugs, hot pads, and bed runners. Consider your color
options, fabric selections, tools and techniques. Come and have fun exploring
your options.

Colleen Tauke is a quilter, designer, and quilt educator with 50+ years of
experience including the last 20+ years centered around quilting. For one of her
first quilts, Colleen was challenged to piece a quilt that seemed daunting.



Challenges included fussy cutting, y-seams, strip piecing, hourglass blocks,
applique and a pieced border, all in one quilt. It was her first bed-sized quilt and it
because a quilt shop sample and won a third-place ribbon at the lowa State Fair
in the “my first quilt” division.

Colleen joined the staff of Fons and Porter Love of Quilting magazine and PBS
television in April 2013 as a sewing specialist. In that role she tested pattern
techniques, prepared teaching materials for IPRV tapings, answered customer
questions, and created color option blocks for the magazine. She was also a
guest instructor for Love of Quilting magazine teaching curved piecing, fussy
cutting and y-seams plus a variety of templates. Many of her patterns were
published in various quilting magazines.

Colleen is a past staff member for Quilting Connection in Ames, and she has
added longarm quilting to her services.




President Report — Ina Pour-El

Let’s start with a big thank you to all our members who helped make our annual member
recruiting event at the public library a success. There was an excellent turnout, Char Menzel ‘s
talk was wonderful, and a good time was had by all. Afterwards, | heard several non-members
talking about how much they enjoyed our show and tell. Yay us!

So, let’s keep up the good work and be sure to introduce ourselves to any prospective new
members (or older members that we do not already know) at this month’s meeting.

And we will, yes, we must, finally, discuss the new online safety policy at the meeting.
Hopefully, it will not take too long.

Finally, don’t forget the “count your needlework scissors” challenge. Must have two
blades (no rotary cutters) and be used for any kind of needlework (no garden shears).
There will be a prize.

See you soon,
Ina

Proposal for discussion — Postponed from February Meeting:

There was a request to use a picture and names of our members on another

(charitable) organization’s web site. Looking through our procedures and protocols, there are
no guidelines as to how, in these days of Internet security and safety concerns

(including our own membership list breaches), the guild manages such issues. The executive
board met before the January meeting, and came up with the following proposals, to be voted
on by the membership. Per bylaws protocols, this proposal was read out to the membership at
the January meeting and an electronic copy was sent out to all members before the February
meeting. The final discussion and vote were postponed in February due to time restraints. We
will discuss and hopefully vote at the May meeting. Please review the following:.

We will vote on two (mutually exclusive) alternatives.
a. No group pictures or names of members will be released to other organizations.
Or

b. Opt-in policy. Members must opt-in to be included in any picture or name list to be given
out, whether for electronic or paper distribution.

If option b is adopted, the use of such pictures or names will be restricted to 1 year from
the day of receipt. At that time, all copies must be removed from the organization’s web
site, facebook page and other media, including paper flyers.

B. Whichever alternative is chosen, the following paragraph will follow it.

Ames Quilt Guild members are not restricted in any way from posting their own quilt
pictures or personal name information as long as they do not, without guild permission,



imply that they are acting as representatives of the Ames Quilt Guild,

Examples:
“‘Mary Smith, who is a member of the Ames Quilt Guild, holding her prize-winning quilt at
the State Fair.” Good.

“The Ames Quilt Guild representative, Mary Smith, holding her prize-winning quilt at the
State Fair.” Not good, because Mary entered the State Fair as an individual.

“The Ames Quilt Guild representative, Mary Smith, holding her prize-winning quilt at the
State of lowa quilt guilds’ show.” Fine, because Mary entered this, (imaginary) guild
members’-only show, as an Ames Quilt Guild member.

C. Please send any comments or suggestions to Ina mspourel@gmail.com before
May 20th. We will be discussing these proposals at the May meeting before we vote
on them.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership Committee Report — Joanne Kerton, Chair — No Report

Thank you to Char Menzel for her entertaining and informative presentation at
our April guest night. The event was attended by 42 members and 15 guests,
and we're hopeful some of those guests will choose to join us as members.

Please remember you don't have to wait until a special event to invite friends to
join us! Guests are welcome at any meeting. The Program Committee has
worked hard to schedule inspiring speakers for every meeting so prospective
members will have a great experience no matter when they visit.

Our guild currently has 73 paid members, with a few more who have indicated
they will renew soon.



Hospitality Committee Report — Donna Buchwald, Chair:

Thank you to the following for bringing treats to the April meeting:

Jan Alrestad Nancy McGill
Carolyn Brockman Jane Montgomery
Lois Carpenter Mary Precee
Anne Dunn Diane Rupp

Pam Geringer Kay Wessman
Barb Holst Amy Womeldorff

Those signed up to bring treats to our May meeting:
Pam Geringer

Martha Johnson

Carolyn Mabee

Gloria Sampson

Judy Vance

Service Committee Report - Carol Elbert

At the April guild meeting we received donations of 6 quilts. Thank you!

Plans are underway for the July 17 Quilt-A-Thon to be held in cooperation with the
Northcrest Stitchers at Northcrest Community Grand Room in Ames. We’ll use a quilt-
as-you-go technique to make 36” x 48” lap quilts for adults at the North Cheyenne
Reservation in Montana. You don’t need to know the technique ahead of time, but if you
like, you can watch the tutorials:

To make Quilt As You Go String

Blocks: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QELyDSBTNG60o

To join Quilt As You Go

Blocks: https://lyoutu.be/ji8BLS2rNHA?si=AIMRBM4B5jYpAR0O

We’ll have instructions and materials at the Quilt-A-Thon. If you’d like to donate from
your stash ahead of time, we can use scraps of cotton batting and precut strips

of quilting cotton 1”-3” wide and any length over 12”. Think of fabrics for adults, no
images of owls. You can bring donations to the May or June guild meetings. Another
option would be to make lap quilts using any technique you like, any time before the
end of August.



Activities Committee Report : Kathy Glatz, Chair

Mark your calendar for these upcoming AQG Activities: (more info to follow)

** Thurs., June 12, 8am-5:45pm—All-lowa Shop Hop or NOT

** Thurs., July 17, 9am-4pm—Quilt-A-Thon (Lap Quilts using the Quilt-As-you-Go
Method for Busby, MT; in collaboration with the Service Committee)

** Sat., Aug. 16, 9am-4pm—Class on Curved and Partial Seams

** Mon., Sept. 29-Sat., Oct. 4—Trip to the Northern Cheyenne Indian

Reservation in Busby, MT

All-lowa Shop Hop or NOT

Members were sent an email blast with an itinerary in early May. Sign up will be
at the May 22 AQG meeting.

May Retreat at Hen & Chicks, Conrad

Our recent Retreat at Hen &amp; Chicks in Conrad was an unforgettable mix of
creativity, laughter, and connection. While the atmosphere was light and joyful,
we still managed to get some serious quilting done. Highlights included
collaborating on quilt designs, problem-solving together, and making new friends.
There were great deals at the quilt shop, with staff who were both helpful and
accommodating. The food was fantastic, the laughter absolutely incredible. From
thrilling rounds of Uno Attack to a hilarious game of Strip Poker using 3 strips of
24" fabric, fun was never in short supply.



Best of all, the spirit of friendship and shared passion made this retreat truly
special. =
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We are already scouting locations for next time—can’t wait to do it again!
In attendance were Karen Beckwith, Donna Buckwald, Lois Carpenter, Debra

Dickerson, Anne Dunn, Kathy Glatz, Barb Hedberg, Peggy Palmer, Kathy Rathe,
and Ann Wilbur.

Small Group Information
EQ SMALL GROUP

Guild members with an interest in EQ8 quilt design software are invited to join our EQ Small
group at the Ames Public Library on the 4th Friday of each month from 3:00-4:30 pm

. We meet to learn how to use the software and share what we are designing. We will be
exploring the book EQ8 Lessons for Beginners, working our way through one lesson each
month beginning on March 28th. Group members will take turns facilitating monthly
meetings. For more information, please contact Joanne Kerton (joanne@canuckquilter.com).




Program Committee Report — Kathy Jones and Marge Fitzgerald, Co-Chairs

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:

June 26

July 24
August 28
September 25

October 23

December 4

Native American Quilting (From the Activities Committee)

In planning programs for the guild, last year’s program committee wanted to explore
the quilting traditions of Native Americans. They have scheduled a ZOOM presentation
at the June 26th Guild meeting: Native American Quilting Traditions, by April Martin of
the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation in southeastern Montana. The Activities
Committee in conjunction with the Service Committee will be providing additional
opportunities throughout the year for guild members to connect with this Indian
reservation. Our first activity will be sewing bibs, burp cloths, taggie blankets and
flannel blankets for newborns at our Charity Sew-In in March (see related article.)
How will we get our donated items to Busby? April has invited up to 14 of us to come
to the Wild Rose Retreat Center at Busby, MT for a cultural experience in the fall...trip
dates will be Sept. 29-Oct. 4. There will be more details on this road trip later in the

year.
Quilting and the Art of What If by Tony Jacobson of Piece Works Quilt Shop
My Quilt is done. Now what? by Heidi Kaisand of Hen & Checks Studio
From Art to Fabric by Sue Penn of Sue Penn Designs

Tool Time and Tool Swap with Lois Carpenter, Kathy Jones, Joanne Kerton,
and Ann Wilbur

Holiday Potluck and Fun

Committees 2025:

Activities Committee — Kathy Glatz (Chair), Charlotte Menzel, Kathy Rathe, Ann Wilbur
Newsletter — Sandy Popelka

Library/Book Review — Judy Vance

Facebook — Kathy Jones

E-mail Blasts — Sandy Popelka

Website and Sound System — Steve Huffman, Char Hulsebus

Hospitality — Donna Buchwald, Barb Holst

Membership — Joanne Kerton, Monica Howard

Programs — Kathy Jones, Marge Fitzgerald

Service — Carol Ebert

2025 Executive Committee:
Ina Pour-El (President), Kate Hardy (Vice President), Anne Dunn (Treasurer), Sandy Popelka

(Secretary)

Note: All items for the June Newsletter should be submitted via e-mail to
Sandy Popelka by June 10 at slpopelka@gmail.com




