
Ames Quilt Guild Newsletter 

10 Years Serving Central Iowa 
June 2026 

 

MEETING DATE: Thursday – June 25, 2026 

MEETING PLACE – City Church, 2400 Oakwood Road 

NOTE MEETING LOCATION CHANGE! 

 

AGENDA 

6:00 pm Social/snack time 

 

6:30 pm  PROGRAM -:  Out Of My Box 

 Presented by: Joyce Franklin, Pieceworks Quilt Shop 

  pieceworksquiltshop.com  

 
 

Program description -   Joyce has been quilting for decades and her style has evolved 

into ovals and curves and improvisational quilts. Therefore, Joyce is out of her box because 

her box is already full!!! Joyce will share where her quilt journey has taken her. 

Joyce has been sewing since she was about 6 years old and quilting since 1972.  In 1979 after 

10 years with the Navy in San Diego and Guam, her family moved back to Creston, Iowa 

where Joyce taught Adult Education for the local Community College and opened a fabric shop 

in 1982 with a selection of over 11,000 bolts of quilting fabric.  In 2016, she sold her store to 

retire! But after a short retirement break, Joyce opened the Piece Works Quilt Shop in 

Winterset, just a few doors down from the Iowa Quilt Museum. 

After 43 years of Quilt Shop ownership, she has “pretty much seen it all... twice, maybe three 

times!” 

Her personal style has evolved from traditional to modern to art quilts  and sometimes just 

whatever makes her happy in the moment.  She  still makes garments and loves dying and 

painting fabrics.  “It’s what I  love most about quilting, everyone can find their own bliss.” 

  



President Message – Susan Fraser 

Greetings on a warm day in June. Staying out of the heat means more time to work on those projects. 

Mine are UFOs. I hope all is well with you and yours. 

As June flies by, remember to check the entry information for the Iowa State Fair. You don’t need to 

have the items complete today, just have them ready for drop of day later in July. You need to order a 

certain number of tags now. (I ordered a couple of extras, just in case.) 

The June 25 th meeting is once again at 6 pm, at the City Church, 2400 Oakwood Road. Our program 

should be fun. Joyce Franklyn from Piece Works Quilt Shope in Winterset be presenting her program, 

“Out of my box,” in person. Next month Joyce is offering a class “Oh, My Ovals: Improvisional Ovals.” A 

workshop on Tuesday, July 14 at her shop in Winterset. Check Activities information for details. 

It will be fun to see how the Activities Mats turned out from the June event at Northcrest. 

Some of you may have heard of the fairly new publication from Spirit Lake, Iowa, PressQuilt. This is 

printed, as well as online publication. It is free (as far as I know). You can check it out online if you are 

interested. www.pressquilt.com 

Remember to stop by the Downtown Ames stores and see the “Melting Pot Quilt Project” quilts that 

many of you participated in. 

See you June 25! Be there or be square! 

Secretary’s Report – Bridget Konz:   Previous Meeting Minutes are located on the Ames 

Quilt Guild Website – under “Members-Only” tab (Password required) 

Treasurer’s Report – Gloria Sampson: Treasurer’s report will be located on the Ames 

Quilt Guild Website – under “Members-Only” tab (Password required) 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Hospitality Committee Report – Donna Buchwald, Chair:   
 

Thank you to the following for bringing treats to our May meeting: 
Sheila Arny   Bridget Konz 
Lois Carpenter  Sandy Popelka 
Pam Geringer  Ramona Tapper 
 
 
Those signed up to bring treats to our June meeting are: 
Glenda Ashley  Janet Lehman 
Janell Eby   Carolyn Mabee 
Caryl Huffman  Gloria Sampson 
Steve Huffman 
 
 
  



Membership Committee Report – Sandy Popelka, Chair 

  
The May  meeting was attended by 55 members, 4 new members and 2 guests! 

We encourage you to invite guests or potential new members to attend our monthly meetings.   

As a reminder – the membership list is posted on the Ames Quilt Guild Website, under the 

Members-Only section (password protected).  The updated membership list for 2026 will be 

posted on the website in June. 

 

Program Committee Report – Kathy Jones, Chair 

Program Committee Inquiry:  Question of the Day - Have you discovered a 

time-saving or unique quilting method that you think would be of interest to others 

in our guild?  If you have something to share, please contact Kathy Jones to 

discuss how you could share your idea(s) with guild 

members.  <<Kmjones@iastate.edu  

 

Service Committee Report – Carol Elbert, Chair 

At the May Guild meeting, we received donations of 22 quilts. Thank you!  Next month’s 

newsletter will report on the June 11 Sew-In making activity mats for children at the Northern 

Cheyenne Reservation in Montana.  

Toiletries for Youth and Shelter Services – Sheila Arney 
Thank you for your toiletry’s donations for the YYS.  Just a reminder, we need to have travel 
size toothpaste, soap, shampoo, conditioner and lotion, not FULL size. They also need to be in 
new, unopened packages.  The items you get from hotels are great, although a lot of hotels 
are moving away from that.  Once again, Thank you to those who have donated.  
 
 

Activities Committee Report : Kathy Glatz, Chair  

 

JULY ACTIVITY 
 

Oh, My Ovals:  Improvisational Ovals (one-day class) -- Tues., July 14, 9:30-3:30pm at 

Piece Works Quilt Shop in Winterset.  Join instructor Joyce Franklin for a fun, creative day 

of improvisational quilting.  Participants will discover how easy it is to work with curves, which 

opens up a whole new world of design possibilities. No pattern, no ruler, just fun and creativity!!   

  

  



Joyce says, “It's so easy--much easier than it looks!”  

 

Joyce is offering a rate for our guild of $45 per person for the class.  The class is limited to 

20 participants, and the registration deadline is June 30.  Please sign up at the June 25th 

AQG meeting or by contacting Ann Wilbur at abwilbur54@gmail.com.   

 

AUGUST ACTIVITY 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR—On Friday, August 7, AQG members will be going on a Road 
Trip to the First Friday Open House at Mainframe Studios.  Mainframe is the nation’s 
largest nonprofit building for creative workspaces, located in the heart of downtown Des 
Moines. It features 180 artist studios, with everything from fabric designers, quilting, felted 
wool, hand blown and stained-glass art, woodworking, photography, designer toys, ceramics, 
painting, body art, jewelry, etc. We will leave Ames at 2:30pm and return by 9pm.  More 
information and a sign-up sheet will follow. 

 
 
Fall AQG RETREAT SIGN-UP CONTINUES 
 

Our Fall AQG Retreat will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 10am--Thursday, Oct. 15, 3pm at 
the Christian Conference Center, Newton, IA.   
Sign-ups have been going well!  At this time, we have room for 9 more participants, so be sure 
to reserve your spot soon.   
 

We are also excited to add a special treat this year.  A massage therapist will be available on 
the Wednesday of the retreat to provide 10-minute back and neck massages for $10 each. 
 

If you would like to attend, please sign up as soon as possible.  We look forward to another fun 
and productive retreat filled with quilting, friendship, and relaxation!   
 
Contact Kathy Glatz at kathyglatz1@gmail.com for a registration form and more information. 
 
 

EVENTS AROUND THE AREA 
 

• Gather a group of your friends who enjoy needlework and head to the large 
Needlework Garage Sale on Friday, June 26, 9am-6pm and Saturday, June 27, 9am-
4pm at the American Legion in Marion, IA.  Patterns, kits, books, magazines, fabric, 
threads and yarn, needlework tools, quilting, crocheting, and craft items will all be 
available for sale.  This sale is sponsored by the Cedar Valley Chapter of the 
Embroiderers’ Guild of America. 
 

 



• REMINDER--One more month to attend the All-Iowa Shop Hop, which will be held 
through July 31st at 75 Iowa quilt shops.    More information is available at 
https://alliowashophop.com.   

 

Charitable Opportunities Information: 

Ames Quilt Guild Website   http://www.amesquiltguild.org/ 

Looking for a project or a place to donate a quilt, don’t forget to check  out the AQG website for 

the list of charities that accept donations.  Go to http://www.amesquiltguild.org/ and choose the 

Service tab to find a list of organizations that can use your sewing skills or unused fabric. It is a 

good idea to check with the contact first before you donate in the event the need has changed. 

If you discover the organization has changed its needs or that the contact information is not 

correct, contact Char Hulsebus, website assistant at chulsebus@gmail.com. 

The AQG Website is also a great place To catch up on past AQG meetings or find a list of 

fellow members, go to the Members Only tab. Note this information is password protected 

and available to AQG members only. If you need the password, contact  Sandy Popelka 

slpopelka@gmail.com  

Donation Opportunities: 

Warrior Wagon Information – Warrior Wagons gives collapsible wagons filled with comfort 

and practical items to newly diagnosed childhood cancer families to help them on their cancer 

journey. Our program operates in 9 hospitals across 6 states. Our Warriors are age 7 and 

below and must be diagnosed with cancer of some kind and receive treatment at one of our 

partnered hospitals. Heidi Becker, Founder/Director, Warrior Wagons, INC, (515) 231-1445.  

(Heidi graduated from Ames High School in 2004 and Iowa State University in 2008 as Heidi 

Grove.) 

Reiman Gardens –: - Accepts quilts of any size to be used during their children’s 

programs to provide participants with a “blanket” to place on the ground to sit on.   

Donations can be delivered to :Molly Barten, Youth & Family Education 

Coordinator, msbarten@iastate.edu, Reiman Gardens, 1407 University Blvd. - 

Ames, IA, 515-294-9012 

  
 

Midwest Missions – Jefferson, IA 

SEWING MACHINES NEEDED!   Midwest Missions (located in Jefferson, IA) is accepting 

donations of old/used  - working or not - sewing machines.  They will even accept Treadle 

machines!!  If you have a machine to donate, please contact Susan Fraser for details.  

Midwest missions also accept quilts with no batting, which are donated to hot/humid areas of 

the world (www.midwestmission.org/patterns).  For details, please visit their website: 

iowa@midwestmission.org 

  



Ongoing AQG Charitable Opportunities: (See AQG website for more information) 

 

Committees 2026:   
 

Activities Committee – Kathy Glatz (Chair), Karen Beckwith, Bonnie Kester, Kathy Rathe,   

Kathleen Sallee, Kris Stacy-Bates, Ann Wilbur,   

Hospitality – Donna Buchwald (Chair), Marge Fitzgerald, Kay Wessman, Erma Flummerfelt, Kristi  

Schaben 

Membership – Sandy Popelka (Chair),  Teri Dorn 

Programs – Kathy Jones (Chair) 

Service – Carol Elbert (Chair), Ann Wilbur, Evonn Walling, Anne Dunn, Pam Geringer 

Communications: 

Library/Book Review – 

Facebook – Kathy Jones 

Newsletter and E-mail Blasts – Sandy Popelka 

Website and Sound System – Steve Huffman, Char Hulsebus 

 

 

2026 Executive Committee: Susan Fraser (President), Char Hulsebus (Vice President), 

Gloria Sampson (Treasurer), Bridget Konz (Secretary) 

 
 

 

 

Note:  All items for the July Newsletter should be submitted via e-mail to 

Sandy Popelka by July 10, 2026,  at   slpopelka@gmail.com 


