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MEETING DATE: Thursday – July 24, 2025 

MEETING PLACE – First United Methodist Church 
 

AGENDA 

6:00 pm Social/snack time 

6:30 pm Program:  Quilting and the Art of What If 

Presented by   Tony Jacobson 

of Piece Works Quilt Shop 

 

 

 
 

Tony Jacobson’s presentation will be about his design style which can best be summed 

up with the two words “what if.” As he is working on a project he often wonders “what if 

I did this or that to this design?” In this presentation Tony shows the original quilt as 

well as two or three variations showing how different the quilt can look with minor 

alterations and the choices of fabric. 

 

Tony’s is a nationally known quilt designer and teacher. He learned to piece quilts from 

his grandmother, Harriett Wright, when he was 10 years old. He has been creating 

quilts in one form or another ever since. Ton’s background as Piece Works Quilt Shop 

Art Director serves him well when he is creating his own quilt designs. 

Tony and his wife, Jeanne, wrote a book in 1992 called Quilting Around Your Home. 

Since then, many of his quilt designs have appeared in Fons &amp; Porter’s Love of Quilting, 

Easy Quilts and Quilting Quickly. 



 

Tony has also been creating art quilts for many years. “The art quilts are something that 

I do just for myself and if someone else likes it, all the better, says Tony. “I’ve always 

had a love of hand-dyed fabrics, and my art quilts are a great place to use the one-of-a- 

kind fabrics. I’ve collected over the years many times I will start an art quilt without a 

plan as to where the quilt design is headed or what size the final quilt will be.” 

Tony will vend following the presentation. 

 

 

 

 

President Report – Ina Pour-El 

 
Greetings, fellow quilters, 

First, an apology. I forgot to mention the wonderful treats provided at our last meeting. Huzzah 

to Donna and her crew. Also, thanks to the Library for hosting us. 

Despite technical difficulties, we all really enjoyed last month’s Zoom presentation on 

Indigenous people’s quilts. This month’s guest speaker (in person) should be just as 

interesting.  

For those of you who did enter State Fair (and are now working hard to get your entries done 

before the July 26th drop-off date), please contact me if you would (1) be willing to drop-off 

and/or pick-up for others ,or (2) if you have questions about which category an entry belongs in 

or any other State Fair mechanics.  Oh, and if you do choose to drive yourself, don’t worry, 

there will be lots of people to help you check-in, 

This month’s president’s challenge is: What is your favorite part of quilting?  Is it choosing or 

designing a pattern, selecting fabrics, cutting, machine sewing, hand applique, machine 

quilting, hand quilting, or something completely different?  Maybe your favorite part is stitching 

the last few stitches on the binding or bringing a finished quilt to show and tell. It's time to tell 

the truth.  

See you soon,  

Ina 

 

  



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Membership Committee Report – Joanne Kerton, Chair – No Report 

 

Hospitality Committee Report – Donna Buchwald, Chair:   
 

Thank you to those who brought treats to our May meeting: 

 

Teresa Beck 

Dorthy Cobie 

Kate Hardy 

Barb Hedberg 

Laura Ogden 

 

The following individuals have signed up to provide treats for the July Meeting: 

 

Shirley Cloyd 

Pam Geringer 

Pam Smith 

Evonn Walling 

Wanda White 

 

 

Service Committee Report – Carol Elbert 

 

At the June guild meeting we received donations of 20 quilts, 10 placemats, and 16 

pillowcases.   Thank you! 

Our Quilt-A-Thon will be held in cooperation with the Northcrest Stitchers at Northcrest 

Community Grand Room in Ames, 9:30-3:30, Thursday, July 17.  Come for all or part of the 

day.  We will use a quilt-as-you-go technique for string blocks to make 36” x 48” lap quilts for 

adults at the North Cheyenne Reservation in Montana. At the event we will focus on making 

blocks. We will provide instructions and materials. You will bring your own sewing machine and 

basic supplies including beige and gray thread. You can still sign up by emailing or phoning 

Carol Elbert, celbert@isunet.net or 515-232-1968. If you have signed up, you will receive a 

supply list and further details in an email.  

You don’t need to know the technique ahead of time, but if you like, you can watch tutorials: 

To make Quilt As You Go String blocks:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QELyDSBTN6o 

To join Quilt As You Go blocks:  https://youtu.be/ji8BLS2rNHA?si=AIMRBM4B5jYpAR0O   

Another option would be to make adult lap quilts 36” x 48” using any technique you 

like, any time before the end of August. Fabrics for adults, no images of owls. 



Sample QAYG Block Kits: 

Thank you to everyone who accepted a sample block kit at our May and June meetings. 

If you haven’t already, please bring your completed (or abandoned!) block on July 17 or 

contact Carol Elbert, celbert@isunet.net.  No worries if you took a kit but didn’t get 

around to it. We have volunteers who can finish them up.  

Placemats for Meals on Wheels 

We are again making placemats for Meals on Wheels in Story County. You can use a 

layer of flannel instead of batting so that the resulting placemat isn’t thick enough to 

cause a glass to be unstable. Turn in donations at regular guild meetings. 

 

Activities Committee Report : Kathy Glatz, Chair  

We Did It! Ames Quilt Guild’s Shop Hop Adventure – June 12 - Seven members of the Ames 

Quilt Guild hit the road on Thursday, June 12, for a 260-mile All Iowa Quilt Shop Hop or NOT—

and what a day it was! Attending were Sheila Arney, Karen Beckwith, Lois Carpenter, Deb 

Dickerson, Janell Eby, Kathy Glatz, and Ann Wilbur.  The group visited 4 hidden gems in small 

Iowa towns:  Mrs. T’s Mercantile, Vincent; The Quilted Steeple and Sew and Sew, Lone Rock; 

and The Quilted Forest, Forest City. 

Highlights from the Day: 

 One of the best parts? Getting to visit and connect with both longtime and new friends 

throughout the day. 

 Every shop we visited offered something unique…like a church turned into a quilt 

shop/retreat center and a trailer refit to be a traveling quilt shop.  Friendly and helpful staff and 

owners went above and beyond by opening early, baking cookies, giving us a tour of their 

retreat center, offering great sale prices, and even letting us choose a free pattern! 

 Lunch was delicious, with a variety of menu options and a great chance to sit, relax, and chat. 

And the cherry on top—literally—was Sweet Emmylu’s ice cream shop in Forest City. 

Absolutely delish and worth a special trip all on its own! Thanks to everyone who made the day 

such a success. Here’s to more quilting adventures ahead! 

A follow-up to the June 26 th ZOOM Presentation on Native American Star Quilts: One 

question that Guild members still had after April Martin’s presentation was why the Northern 

Cheyenne chose to make star quilts. Here is what I found on Benjamin Leedom’s website: Star 

quilts are cultural known in many Native American tribes to represent honor and generosity, 

both for those receiving and those who are giving. It represents the morning star or the sky full 

of stars but has also been said to be considered the creator’s eye so when you are wrapped 

you are covered and protected through life or your journey back through the Milky Way. Star 

quilts are usually given during a significant life event and that significance is at your discretion. 

They are often given to families for the death of a loved one but also to the deceased as they 

make their journey to the spirit world, graduation, birth of a baby, weddings, giveaways, 



ceremonies, retirement, and really anytime you want to do something extremely significant to 

honor someone. (https://3feathersstarquilts.com) Two Northern Cheyenne quilters, both men, 

who are well-known in the quilting world were mentioned by April. To find out more about them, 

go to their websites. 

Benjamin Leedom, also a Veteran, now lives in Albuquerque, M; https://3feathersstarquilts.com 

Monty Fralick, lives in Martin, SD; 

https://www.facebook.com/ChadronFestivalOfQuilts/posts/monty-fralicks-featured-quilter-

presentation/1510218025695043/ 

Sign Up NOW for AQG’s Trip ( Mon., Sept. 29 – Sat., Oct. 4) to the Northern Cheyenne 

Indian Reservation in Busby, MT. This trip is limited to 12 participants and has an estimated 

cost of $400-$500 per person. (Please refer to the email announcement sent earlier in July for 

more details). Interested in more information or have questions? Contact Kathy Glatz at 

kathyglatz1@gmail.com or 515-451-3202 for a detailed itinerary, registration form, and 

answers to your questions. 

August One-Day Class: Jen Kingwell’s STATE FAIR BLOCK -- Sat., Aug. 16, 9am-4pm at the 

Stone Brooke Clubhouse. Spend the last Saturday of the Iowa State Fair making STATE FAIR 

BLOCKS, by using acrylic templates to cut circles and sewing curved seams and partial 

seams. Our class will be taught by Jacque Johnson, former quilt shop owner of Adel Quilting 

and Dry Goods Co. The cost is $25 per person; Sign up at the July24th AQG meeting  or by 

contacting Kathy Glatz at kathyglatz1@gmail.com or 515-451-3202. (Please refer to the email 

announcement sent earlier in July for more details). 

2026 Activities: The Activities Committee is beginning to plan activities for 2026. If you have an 

idea of one or more activities that you would like us to consider, please contact any of our 

committee members: Kathy Rathe, Karen Beckwith, Ann Wilbur, Charlotte Menzel, and Kathy 

Glatz. 

 

Small Group Information 

 

EQ SMALL GROUP  

 

Guild members with an interest in EQ8 quilt design software are invited to join our EQ Small 

group at the Ames Public Library on the 4th Friday of each month from 3:00-4:30 pm 

.  We meet to learn how to use the software and share what we are designing. We will be 

exploring the book EQ8 Lessons for Beginners, working our way through one lesson each 

month beginning on March 28th.  Group members will take turns facilitating monthly 

meetings.   For more information, please contact Joanne Kerton (joanne@canuckquilter.com). 

 

 

 

 



Program Committee Report – Kathy Jones and Marge Fitzgerald, Co-Chairs 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

 

August 28     My Quilt is done. Now what? by Heidi Kaisand of Hen & Checks Studio 

 

September 25    From Art to Fabric by Sue Penn of Sue Penn Designs 

 

October 23     Tool Time and Tool Swap with Lois Carpenter, Kathy Jones, Joanne Kerton,    

                          and Ann Wilbur 

 

December 4    Holiday Potluck and Fun 

 

 

Committees 2025:   

 

Activities Committee – Kathy Glatz (Chair), Karen Beckwith, Charlotte Menzel, Kathy Rathe,  

Ann Wilbur,   

Newsletter – Sandy Popelka 

Library/Book Review – Judy Vance 

Facebook – Kathy Jones 

E-mail Blasts – Sandy Popelka 

Website and Sound System – Steve Huffman, Char Hulsebus 

Hospitality – Donna Buchwald, Barb Holst 

Membership – Joanne Kerton, Monica Howard 

Programs – Kathy Jones, Marge Fitzgerald 

Service – Carol Ebert, Ann Wilbur 

 

2025 Executive Committee:  

 Ina Pour-El (President), Kate Hardy (Vice President), Anne Dunn (Treasurer), Sandy Popelka 

(Secretary) 

 

Note:  All items for the August Newsletter should be submitted via e-mail to 

Sandy Popelka by August 10  at   slpopelka@gmail.com 


