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January 2026 

 

MEETING DATE: Thursday – January 22, 2026 

MEETING PLACE – First United Methodist Church 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!!!!! 
 

AGENDA 

6:00 pm Social/snack time 

6:30 pm Program:  Busby, MT or Bust!   

 

REMINDER – YEARLY DUES ARE DUE!!!   
Dues are $40/year.  Please remit your payment at the 

membership sign-in table.   

 

President Report – Susan Fraser 

Greetings, fellow quilters, 

2026 is the 10th Anniversary of the Ames Quilt Guild 

Serving Central Iowa!!!   Our Guild has grown from the 36 members at our 

inaugural meeting to over 90 members to date!! 

I am looking forward to an exciting year of excellent programs, enticing activities and lots of 

fun, fabric, and fellowship!  The program committee has done an excellent job of creating 

exciting programs for this year!  During our business meeting we will introduce the newly 

elected executive committee members, as well as the Committee Chairs.   Please note – 

There is still a need for committee members on some of our committees. 

I am looking forward to our January meeting to hear about the adventures of our fellow Guild 

members, who delivered our quilts to the Indian Reservation in Montana!     

Happy Quilting and I look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, January 22!!! 

Susan Fraser, President 

 

 

 



 

PROGRAM -: Busby, MT or BUST! 

In the fall of 2025, seven members of the Ames Quilt Guild traveled to the Northern Cheyenne 

Indian Reservation in Busby, Montana, bringing 104 quilts made by Guild members. As they 

journeyed  across the wide stretches of South Dakota, Wyoming, and into Montana, they 

shared in the beauty of the landscape, the joy of companionship, and plenty of car talk along 

the way.  Welcomed by April Martin of the Northern Cheyenne community, the group learned 

about local customs and participated in several meaningful rituals. The quilts were received 

with gratitude, transforming the delivery into an exchange of respect, generosity, and 

friendship. Reflection--Our time in Busby reminded us of quilting’s deeper purpose: not only to 

create something beautiful, but to connect with people across cultures and distances. The 

smiles, laughter, and stories we shared will remain with us long after our suitcases were 

unpacked. We look forward to sharing these experiences with you in January. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Hospitality Committee Report – Donna Buchwald, Chair:   
 

Thank you to those who brought food for the Holiday Potluck!  There were about 35 

members in attendance on the cold December evening, but a good time was had by all! 

 

Membership Committee Report – Sandy Popelka, Chair  
 

Thank you to those who were able to attend the Holiday Party in December.  We had 36 

members sign-in for this event.   

YEARLY DUES - $40 – Please pay your dues at the sign-in table prior to the meeting.  We will 

accept either personal check (made out to Ames Quilt Guild)  or cash in the exact amount.  To 

assist with documentation of cash payment, please place cash in an envelope with your name 

on it or attach a slip of paper with your name to your cash with a paperclip.  We appreciate 

your help, as this will lessen any confusion.   Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Service Committee Report – Carol Elbert, Chair 

 

December 2025, we received 4 quilt donations.  Thank you!  We delivered 3 quilts to The 

Bridge Home.  If you’d enjoy a small project, we still need placemats for Meals on Wheels. 

About 12 x 18”, single layer of flannel instead of batting, any pattern or method.  

  



Activities Committee Report : Kathy Glatz, Chair  

NEW ACTIVITY 

Be sure to pick up a bright yellow ½ sheet listing all of the 2026 AQG Activities when you pay 

your $40 dues at the January 25, 2026, AQG meeting! And please help spread the word – 

invite your quilting friends to join us for a year full of fun and creativity.  

 

UFO Challenge—With a Twist 

Let’s kick off 2026 with creativity, collaboration, and a little mystery! The Ames Quilt 

Guild’s UFO Challenge--With a Twist puts a fun new spin on finishing those lingering projects. 

(UFO = UnFinished Object)  

How It Works 

* Bring a UFO or orphan blocks in a plain brown paper bag—no names, no clues! 

* Drop off your bag at the Guild meetings on January 22 or February 26. 

* At the February meeting, everyone will draw a bag at random and will take home someone 

else’s UFO. * You’ll have three months to finish it however you like. 

* Get Creative: Turn that UFO into a hot pad, bag or tote, table runner, wall hanging, twin-sized 

quilt—or surprise us with something completely different. Let’s start the year off right by 

completing some lingering projects and seeing them transformed in unexpected ways! 

Note: the finished project is yours to keep, give away, or donate – your choice. 

Happy quilting!  Questions? Contact Kathy Glatz at kathyglatz1@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATES---Mark your 2026 Calendar! 

• Tues., April 14-Wed., April 15—Spring Quilt Retreat at the Boone History 

Museum, Boone 

• Fri., August 7—First Friday Open House at Mainframe Studios, Des 

Moines (featuring Sue Penn in action!) 

• Tues., October 13-Thurs., October 15—Fall Quilt Retreat at the Christian 

Conference Center in Newton 

We will share a complete listing of all 2026 Guild activities at our January 

meeting—stay tuned! 

Looking Ahead to 2026: We Need YOU! 

Do you have a quilting technique, pattern, bag, or project you love to teach? We are looking for 

guild members to teach a small group (up to 12 people) for a one-day or half-day class next 

year. Interested? Please contact any member of the Activities Committee: Kathy Rathe, Karen 

Beckwith, Ann Wilbur, Charlotte Menzel, and Kathy Glatz. Let’s make 2026 creative and 

inspiring! 



 

Program Committee Report – Kathy Jones  

Your list of programs for 2026 will be distributed to each member after they pay their yearly 

dues - $40.  Your dues support all of the programs that are offered for the year! 

 

Charitable Opportunities Information: 

Ames Quilt Guild Website   http://www.amesquiltguild.org/ 

As we enter the “Season of Giving,” now is a good time to remind AQG members about the 

service opportunities listed on the Ames Quilt Guild website. 

Go to http://www.amesquiltguild.org/ and choose the Service tab to find a list of organizations 

that can use your sewing skills or unused fabric. It’s a good idea to check with the contact first 

before you donate in the event the need has changed. If you discover the organization has 

changed its needs or that the contact information is not correct, contact Char Hulsebus, 

website assistant at chulsebus@gmail.com. 

To catch up on past AQG meetings or find a list of fellow members, go to the Members Only 

tab. Note this information is password protected 

and available to AQG members only. If you need the 

password, contact  Sandy Popelka 

slpopelka@gmail.com  

 

Donation Opportunities: 

Warrior Wagon Information – Kay Wessman:  

Warrior Wagons gives collapsible wagons filled with comfort and practical items to newly 

diagnosed childhood cancer families to help them on their cancer journey. Our program 

operates in 9 hospitals across 6 states. Our Warriors are age 7 and below and must be 

diagnosed with cancer of some kind and receive treatment at one of our partnered hospitals. 

We have local volunteers who receive supplies, assemble the Warrior Wagons, and arrange 

drop-offs at the hospitals.   The Becker family founded Warrior Wagons in memory of Drew 

Becker, their son and brother. Drew was diagnosed with neuroblastoma at 20 months old at 

Mayo Clinic and died a year later on January 19th, 2017. Many of the items included in the 

Warrior Wagons were gifts given to the family during Drew's treatment and other things that the 

Beckers found useful.   Warrior Wagons hopes to keep growing our reach and give even more 

families joy, encouragement, and hope as they journey through the unimaginable.  Heidi 

Becker, Founder/Director, Warrior Wagons, INC, (515) 231-1445.  (Heidi graduated from Ames 

High School in 2004 and Iowa State University in 2008 as Heidi Grove.) 

 



Reiman Gardens –: -  

Molly Barten from Reiman Gardens has 

requested donations of old or new quilts (any 

size).  Reiman Gardens uses quilts for 

various youth programs.  During the weekly 

early childhood reading program Caterpillar 

Club, quilts are used for families to sit on. 

Donations can be delivered to :Molly 

Barten, Youth & Family Education Coordinator, msbarten@iastate.edu, 1407 

University Blvd. - Ames, IA 50011, 515-294-9012 

 

Midwest Missions – Jefferson, IA 

SEWING MACHINES NEEDED!   Midwest Missions 

(located in Jefferson, IA) is accepting donations of old/used  

- working or not - sewing machines.  They will even accept 

Treadle machines!!  If you have a machine to donate, please 

contact Susan Fraser for details. 

Ongoing AQG Charitable Opportunities: (See AQG 

website for more information) 

Committees 2026:   
 

Activities Committee – Kathy Glatz (Chair), Karen Beckwith, 

Bonnie Kester, Charlotte Menzel, Kathy Rathe,  Kathleen Sallee, Kris Stacy-Bates, Ann Wilbur,   

Hospitality – Donna Buchwald (Chair), Monica Howard, Marge Fitzgerald, Kay Wessman, Erma 

Flummerflet, Kristi Schnablen 

Membership – Sandy Popelka (Chair),  Teri Dorn, Jill Smalley 

Programs – Kathy Jones (Chair) 

Service – Carol Elbert (Chair), Ann Wilbur, Evonn Walling, Anne Dunn, Pam Geringer 

Communications: 

Library/Book Review – 

Facebook – Kathy Jones 

Newsletter and E-mail Blasts – Sandy Popelka 

Website and Sound System – Steve Huffman, Char Hulsebus 

 

 

2026 Executive Committee: Susan Fraser (President), Char Hulsebus (Vice 

President), Gloria Sampson (Treasurer), Bridget Konz (Secretary) 

 
 

Note:  All items for the February Newsletter should be submitted via e-mail 

to Sandy Popelka by February 10, 2026,  at   slpopelka@gmail.com 


