Ames Quilt Guild Newslette

MEETING DATE: Thursday — October 23, 2025
MEETING PLACE - First United Methodist Church

AGENDA
6:00 pm Social/snack time
6:30 pm Program: Tool Time and Tool Swap

Lois Carpenter, Kathy Jones, Joanne Kerton,
and Ann Wilbur

Four guild members will demonstrate tools that they use on their quilting journey.
All meeting attendees will rotate in groups through the four demo stations.

Lois Carpenter will demonstrate how the Clover Roll &amp; Press tool (for a
cool, dry press) or a steam iron and wool pressing mat (uses moist heat and wool
to speed up pressing time). Both methods work well for nesting quilt seams and
to create crisp lines or corners when sewing sections or rows together.

Joanne Kerton will demonstrate how to use Marti Mitchell’s Corner Trimmer.
Various uses include — ** Joining binding ends, ** Trimming points to help angles
line up perfectly in piecing diamonds or other 45-degree shapes, ** Trimming
points to help position setting triangles in on-point quilts.

Ann Wilbur will show us how to use the Creative Grids Ovals All Way Quilt Ruler
to create a quilt using the Blue Onion Pattern by Karla Alexander, other
commercially available patterns, or your own design. This ruler is designed to cut
quarter, half and full oval shapes in a variety of sizes ranging from 3’x4.5” to
8.5"x10”, and every half inch in between.

Kathy Jones will demonstrate how to use the Rapid Fire LeMoyne Star Quilt
Ruler by Deb Tucker to create blocks with diamonds (parallelograms) and no Y
seams. The ruler has construction and trim settings for 8-point blocks ranging
from 3” to 12”. The ruler can be used to construct blocks to use in any pattern
that calls for stars or diamond shapes.



Tool Swap Information:

Our October program will focus on quilting tools and how to use them. Over time,
we all collect quilting tools, some of which we use a lot and others which we may
not remember how to use! If you have any tools that you no longer use — or you
have accumulated unintended multiples — bring them to donate to our free tools
table at our October meeting. Your extra may become someone else’s treasure!
Items will be free, but we will have a donation jar available if you would like to
contribute to our guild’s treasury to cover programming and other expenses.

President Report — Ina Pour-El

Greetings, fellow quilters,

Quick reminder. This month’s (October) meeting is the last “regular” meeting of the year We do
not have a meeting in November.- Instead, we have a combined November/December holiday
potluck in early December. More below.

At the October meeting, we will vote for a slate of board candidates for 2026.
The candidates are:

Susan Fraser - President

Char Hulsebus - Vice President,
Bridget Konz - Secretary,

Gloria Sampson — Treasurer

All candidates are unopposed, so the election shouldn’t take long. After the officer election,
we will move on to committees for 2026. Each current committee chair will briefly describe
what their committee does. Sign-up sheets will be circulated so that people can sign up to be
committee chairs, co-chairs, or general members. Being a member of a committee is a great
way to both get to know fellow members in a small group setting and help keep the guild
running.

Current committees are:

Communication (Facebook, Website, Newsletter, Sound System)
Hospitality (food)

Membership

Programs and education

Service (charitable giving)

Small groups®



*While there are officially 4 small groups; charity quilts, Electric Quilt 8, Quilts of Valor and
modern quilts, only the E Quilt group is active. So, if you are interested in any listed small
group or in starting a new one, there will be a place on the sign-up sheets to sign up for them
too.

| am proposing a new small group, “hand sewing.” This can be hand piecing, hand quilting,
applique, hand binding, or anything else that involves holding a pointy needle in one’s hand.
Anyone interested?

Committee chairs, if you are interested or at least willing to continue to serve in 2026,
please contact me, even if you have already done so before, so that | can list you on the
sign-up sheets.

Last, but not least, our guild would not function without the people who handle the technical
details; webmaster, Facebook, meeting technology (audio and video), church liaison, etc.
Current techies, please contact me, even if you have already done so before, so that | can list
you on the sign-up sheets.

HOLIDAY PARTY - Now, back to the holiday party. Our holiday potluck will feature two
different kinds of show and tell. So, in December, please bring your favorite quilted holiday
(doesn’t need to be a winter holiday) object for our group show and tell (by table, while we eat).
Later we will have our usual line-up show and tell so that everyone can show off all the gifts
they have made this year before putting them in the mail.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Hospitality Committee Report — Donna Buchwald, Chair:

Thank you to those who brought treats in September:

Sheila Arney
Karen Beckwith
Beth Larabee
Peggy Palmer
Ramona Tapper

Those signed up to bring treats to the October meeting are:
Janet Lehman

Lisa Nalean

Glenda Ashely

Toberta Overton

Sandy Popelka



Membership Committee Report — Joanne Kerton, Chair —
Our guild currently has 90 members, 50 of whom attended September's
meeting. We also welcomed 3 guests.

If your contact information has changed, or if you joined the guild over the
summer and did not receive a member information form to fill out, please ask for
a form at the next meeting to update or share your contact information and give
us (or not) your permission to add your phone and email to our member
directory. Please note this directory is only available to other guild members in
the password protected part of the guild's website.

Service Committee Report - Carol Elbert

At our September guild meeting we received 12 quilts, 12 placemats, and 10 activity mats.
Thank you! We delivered 104 quilts and 10 activity mats to the Northern Cheyenne
Reservation in Montana.

Activities Committee Report : Kathy Glatz, Chair

Seven members of the Ames Quilt Guild traveled to the Northern Cheyenne
Indian Reservation in Busby, Montana from September 29 to October 4. What a
meaningful and memorable week it was!

We were thrilled to deliver all 104 quilts to the Wild Rose Center and were
warmly welcomed by our host, April Martin. April shared many stories about
Northern Cheyenne people, giving us a deeper appreciation for their history,
resilience, and traditions.

During our stay, we managed to sew four quilt tops in a single day, toured the
area, and took part in a couple of the Northern Cheyenne’s cultural rituals. The
experience was both humbling and inspiring.

We can’t wait to share more stories and photos from our trip at the Ames Quilt
Guild meeting on January 22, 2026.



Those going on the trip were (left to right) Carol Elbert, Ramona Tapper, Sheila
Arney, Kathy Glatz, Karen Beckwith, April Martin (our host), Deanna Jordan, and
Lois Carpenter.




At the September meeting, we announced three exciting Save the Dates for
2026 activities:

. Tues., April 14-Wed., April 15—Spring Quilt Retreat at the Boone History
Museum, Boone

« Fri., August 7—First Friday Open House at Mainframe Studios, Des
Moines (featuring Sue Penn in action!)

« Tues., October 13-Thurs., October 15—Fall Quilt Retreat at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton

A special thank-you to Guild members Janet Lehman, Donna Buckwald, Barb
Hedberg and Lois Carpenter for their suggestions of these events.

We will share a complete listing of all 2026 Guild activities at our January
meeting—stay tuned!

Looking Ahead to 2026: We Need YOU!

Do you have a quilting technique, pattern, bag, or project you love to teach? We’re looking for
guild members to teach a small group (up to 12 people) for a one-day or half-day class next
year. Interested? Please contact any member of the Activities Committee: Kathy Rathe, Karen
Beckwith, Ann Wilbur, Charlotte Menzel, and Kathy Glatz. Let’'s make 2026 creative and
inspiring!

Program Committee Report — Kathy Jones and Marge Fitzgerald, Co-Chairs

Small Group Information
EQ SMALL GROUP
Guild members with an interest in EQ8 quilt design software are invited to join our EQ Small

group at the Ames Public Library on the 4th Friday of each month from 3:00-4:30 pm . For
more information, please contact Joanne Kerton (joanne@canuckquilter.com).




Charitable Opportunity:

SEWING MACHINES NEEDED! Midwest Missions (located in Jefferson, IA) is accepting
donations of old/used - working or not - sewing machines. They will even accept Treadle
machines!! If you have a machine to donate, please contact Susan Fraser for details.

Ongoing AQG Charitable Opportunities: (See AQG website for more information)

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:

December4  Holiday Potluck and Fun

January 22, 2026 - Busby, MT or Bust!

Committees 2025:

Activities Committee — Kathy Glatz (Chair), Karen Beckwith, Charlotte Menzel, Kathy Rathe,
Ann Wilbur,

Library/Book Review — Judy Vance

Facebook — Kathy Jones

Newsletter and E-mail Blasts — Sandy Popelka

Website and Sound System — Steve Huffman, Char Hulsebus

Hospitality — Donna Buchwald, Barb Holst

Membership — Joanne Kerton, Monica Howard, Sandy Popelka

Programs — Kathy Jones, Marge Fitzgerald

Service — Carol Ebert, Ann Wilbur

2025 Executive Committee:
Ina Pour-El (President), Kate Hardy (Vice President), Anne Dunn (Treasurer), Sandy Popelka
(Secretary)

Note: All items for the November/December Newsletter should be
submitted via e-mail to Sandy Popelka by November 10 at
slpopelka@gmail.com




